
	
	
	

Figuratively Speaking 

For Immediate Release—January 16, 2018—
What is the shape of Jazz? The color of a 
conversation? The atmosphere of a recurring 
memory? On display at Kimball Jenkins’ Carriage 
House galleries in February, Figuratively Speaking 
is an exhibition presenting recent works by 
established and emerging abstract artists from New 
England. The exhibition will feature more than a 
dozen regional painters. Artists include Jessica 
Allard, Becky Barsi, James Chase, Ali Keller, 
Mary Mead, Pam Tarbell, Sam Trioli, Alison 
Palizzolo, and others. 

Figuratively Speaking is curated by Mike Howat. Howat, who is also a working 
artist and the current artist-in-residence at Kimball Jenkins, says about the 
exhibition, "I wanted to provide a stage for artists who might not fit within the 
usual confines of predominately landscape-oriented galleries in New Hampshire. 
By displaying a wide variety of artists from many different stages in their careers, I 
hope to provide a diverse cross-section of underrepresented abstracts artists in New 
Hampshire where galleries are a scarcity. Internationally-exhibited, museum-
collected artists will be shown next to self-taught and emerging painters. The goal 
of this exhibition is to offer the public a chance to see artists that have been flying 
just under the radar." 

Arists James Chase, Mary Mead, Pam Tarbell, and Sam Trioli have exhibited 
extensively and are collected across the country and abroad. Other artists included 
will be make their debut exhibitions at commercial galleries this year.  

Sam Trioli’s organic, vaguely aerial, heavily-textured enamel 
paintings are created through interactions of solvents and 
paint, causing pigments to break apart, become suspended, 
creating flows of liquid pigments erode areas of thicker like 
rivers carving out earth. This work is contrasted with the 
rigidly geometric work of James Chase whose assemblages 
of found objects hold some collective urban memory. Jack 
Beattie’s synesthetic relief etchings feel inspired by jazz 
with shapes “conversing” through erratic marks of dialogue. 

James Chase, A Little Dark and A Lot 
Confusing 

Sam Trioli, Untitled 
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Pam Tarbell's vibrant, kaleidoscopic abstract landscapes capture the wind, while 
Ali Keller's visceral, energetic, Twombly-esque canvases and prints capture 
fleeting moments of unspecific memories. 

Figuratively Speaking will be artist Mike Phillips's 
debut gallery exhibition. Phillips is a self-taught artist 
with an uncanny ability to balance form and tension. 
Lopped-on paint, expansive shapes are broken up and 
balanced by bold, expressive lines and forms. His 
rhythmic works are rebellious and crude in all the best 
ways. They feel unrestrained with that art-is-for-
everyone vibe of those three-power-chord, clean 
driving baselines, and rasping vocals of first-wave 
punk. Phillips is also an emerging musician helping to 
establish the up and coming Manchester, NH, music 
scene.	
 

For many, contemporary art can feel 
daunting and inaccessible. 
Figuratively Speaking hopes to break 
the stereotypes of abstract 
contemporary art by exhibiting a 
wide range of works, inspired by 
diverse ideas, and utilize a variety of 
media. Abstract artists can be 
inspired by memories or specific 

places, others by the lusciousness of paint itself. Alison Palizzolo’s decadent works 
focus on the latter. Paint is mixed with ceramic stucco and heavy gloss to create 
sculptural works in which the colors take the main stage. Mark Rothko once called 
his colors “actors” playing out a scene. One can see how the same could be said 
about Palizzolo’s work. The scene is set with vibrant colors, and the viewer is 
invited to respond. 

Figuratively Speaking will be on view at the Kimball Jenkins Estate in the Carriage 
House Gallery February 4 through March 15, 2018. The opening reception will be 

Alison Palizzolo, Orange is My Favorite 

Mike Phillips, Untitled 
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on Thursday, February 15, 5:30–7:30, in the Carriage House Gallery. Light 
refreshments will be provided. 

	

Pam Tarbell, Wind Puff 

 

About the Kimball Jenkins Estate and School of Art	
The Kimball Jenkins Estate is a destination for learning and participating in the 
visual arts for all ages, in an architecturally and historically unique setting. 
Offering an extensive program of financially sustainable courses in the visual and 
related arts in buildings and grounds open to the community. Several buildings on 
the estate have been refitted to provide space for art studios and classrooms for 
drawing, painting, ceramics, photography, woodworking, glass and sculpture. 
Additionally, the Mansion and the one-time carriage house provide the main 
galleries where visitors will find an on-going series of exhibits of works from 
regional and national artists. To help support the operation of the estate both 
galleries and the gardens are available for rent for private events such as wedding 
receptions, corporate meetings and social gatherings. 

Press Inquiries: 

Ryan Linehan, Managing Director 
arts@kimballjenkins.com 
603-225-3932 

Mike Howat, Curator & Artist-in-Residence 
mikehowatart@gmail.com 

Ali Keller, Raining While the 
Sun's Out 


